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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed on 1 7 January 2008 under 37 CFR 
1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 10/771,070 is acceptable and a RCE has been 
established. An action on the RCE follows. 

2. The amendments filed on 17 January 2008, submitted with the filing of the RCE have 
been received and entered. The applicant has cancelled claims 1-19 and added new claims 20- 
41. Claims 20-40 as amended are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 31, 35 and 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Dickie U.S. Publication 2003/0041206. 

Referring to claim 3 1 , Dickie teaches a method comprising the steps of selecting through 
an interactive display presented by a computer program specific to the microprocessor-controlled 
device on a monitor screen of a computer appliance individual ones of the limited set of 
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functions of the microprocessor-controlled device (users can select a particular function such as 
the email function, or meeting function using a computer appliance such as the PDA to enter 
information/events related to an email or a meeting; the email and meeting functions are also 
functions of the microprocessor-controlled device, i.e. the portable computer since the 
email/meeting information are trans ferred/synchronized in both devices) (pages 2-3, paragraphs 
0028-0030); selecting for the individual functions selected specific times for initiating the 
functions (the PDA generated event includes a specific time, i.e. 1 :00pm for a selected function, 

1. e. meeting event notification) (page 2, paragraph 0029); and providing the selected functions 
and times for initiation as output information to be transferred to the microprocessor-controlled 
device (the generated event will produce an output display of "Mgmt Meeting 1 :00 PM") (page 

2, paragraph 0029). 

Referring to claim 35, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the computer appliance is a 
personal computer (PC) (PDA and laptop shown in Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 37, Dickie teaches wherein the computer program is uploaded from a 
compact disk read-only medium (CD-ROM) (portable mediums such as a CD-ROM and DVD 
drive) (page 2, paragraph 0025). 

Referring to claim 38, Dickie teaches wherein the CD-ROM is provided by a 
manufacturer of the microprocessor-controlled device (the portable computer includes the CD- 
ROM, i.e. it is part of the portable computer, therefore, it is provided by the same manufacturer) 
(page 2, paragraph 0025). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 20-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dickie U.S. 
Publication 2003/0041206 and Wurzburg U.S. Patent 7,086,583. 

Referring to claim 20, Dickie teaches a system comprising a computer program specific 
to the microprocessor-controlled device (the microprocessor-controlled device, i.e. the portable 
computer comprises program with different functionalities, i.e. program for receiving new 
appointments, contacts, emails, etc.) (Dickie: page 1, paragraphs 0013-0014 and page 2, 
paragraphs 0026-0029), the program stored in and executable from digital memory accessible to 
a computing appliance other than the microprocessor-controlled device (the portable computer 
comprises memory such as the storage shown in Figure 4, which is available to a computer 
appliance, i.e. the PDA, when docked; for example, information entered into the portable 
computer can be accessed, i.e. stored and ported with the PDA to synchronize the entered 
information) (Dickie: page 1, paragraph 0013 and page 2, paragraphs 0026-0029); and an 
interactive interface presented by the computer program on a display of the computing appliance 
(the PDA comprises an interface presented on a touch-screen display, as shown in Figure 4) 
(Dickie: page 2, paragraphs 0025-0026) enabling a user to select through the interactive display 
individual ones of the limited set of functions of the microprocessor-controlled device (users can 
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select a particular function such as the email function, or meeting function in the PDA to enter 
information/events related to an email or a meeting; the email and meeting functions are also 
functions of the portable computer since the email/meeting information are 
transferred/synchronized in both devices) (Dickie: pages 2-3, paragraphs 0028-0030), and to 
select specific times for initiating the functions selected, the selected function and specific times 
comprising output information of the computer program (the PDA generated event includes a 
specific time, i.e. 1:00pm for a selected function, i.e. meeting event notification; the generated 
event will produce an output display of "Mgmt Meeting 1 :00 PM") (Dickie: page 2, paragraph 
0029). However, Dickie fails to explicitly teach that the output information to be transferred to 
the microprocessor-controlled device is saved by the computer program. Wurzburg teaches 
transferring information between multiple devices (Wurzburg: column 1 , lines 46-63) similar to 
that of Dickie. In addition, Wurzburg further teaches that the output information to be 
transferred to the microprocessor-controlled device is saved (data from the PDA are saved using 
the flash memory so that the data can be transferred/downloaded to a PC) (Wurzburg: column 1, 
lines 46-63). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings 
of Dickie and Wurzburg before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the program 
that presents the interface for allowing users to select functions for a microprocessor controlled 
device of Dickie to include the transfer of data from programs between devices by saving the 
data to a portable memory medium, as taught by Wurzburg. One would have been motivated to 
make such a combination in order to easily transfer a large amount of information between a 
plurality of devices. 
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Referring to claim 21, Dickie, as modified, teach a portable memory medium (flash 
memory) (Wurzburg: column 1, lines 46-63), wherein the output information is saved to the 
portable memory medium to be transferred to the microprocessor-controlled device (data from 
the PDA are saved using the flash memory so that the data can be transferred/downloaded to a 
PC) (Wurzburg: column 1, lines 46-63). 

Referring to claim 22, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the portable memory medium 
is a magnetic strip card, and the downloading mechanism is a magnetic strip writer connected to 
the computer appliance (the flash memory card used for reading and writing data in data transfer 
operations) (Wurzburg: column 5, lines 21-59). 

Referring to claim 23, Dickie, as modified, teaches wherein the portable memory medium 
is a thumb drive having a USB male connector (USB ports of the flash memory) (Wurzburg: 
column 4, lines 53-58 and further shown in Figures 1-2). 

Referring to claim 24, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the computer appliance is a 
personal computer (PC) (Dickie: PDA and laptop shown in Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 25, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the computing appliance has a 
port to an Internet network, and the computer program is downloaded from a Web site in the 
Internet network (computer programs may be connected using networks such as the Internet; the 
Internet allows users to download information from web pages) (Wurzburg: column 1, lines 29- 
37 and column 10, lines 22-26). 

Referring to claim 26, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the computer program is 
uploaded from a compact disk read-only medium (CD-ROM) (portable mediums such as a CD- 
ROM and DVD drive) (Dickie: page 2, paragraph 0025). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/77 1 ,070 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2173 

Referring to claim 27, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the CD-ROM is provided by a 
manufacturer of the microprocessor-controlled device (the portable computer includes the CD- 
ROM, i.e. it is part of the portable computer, therefore, it is provided by the same manufacturer) 
(Dickie: page 2, paragraph 0025). 

Referring to claim 28, Dickie, as modified, teach a programmable device, the device 
having an interface for the portable memory medium (both the PDA and the computer have an 
interface) (Dickie: page 2, paragraph 0026 and further shown in Figure 4). 

Referring to claim 29, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the portable memory medium 
is a magnetic strip card, the computing device has a magnetic strip card writer, and the 
microprocessor-controlled device has a magnetic strip card reader (the flash memory card used 
for reading and writing data in data transfer operations) (Wurzburg: column 5, lines 21-59). 

Referring to claim 30, Dickie teaches wherein the portable memory medium is a U.S.B. 
thumb drive (USB ports of the flash memory) (Wurzburg: column 4, lines 53-58 and further 
shown in Figures 1-2) and both the computing device and the microprocessor-controlled device 
have a U.S.B. port (the PDA and portable computer have flash memory, which are plugged into 
USB ports to transfer information between devices) (Dickie: page 2, paragraph 0025). 

5. Claims 32-34, 36 and 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dickie U.S. Publication 2003/0041206, as applied to claim 31 above, and further in view of 
Wurzburg U.S. Patent 7,086,583. 

Referring to claim 32, Dickie teaches all of the limitations as applied to claim 3 1 above. 
However, although Dickie teaches transferring output information to the microprocessor- 
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controlled device, Dickie fails to explicitly teach downloading the output information to a 
portable memory medium for transfer to the microprocessor-controlled device. Wurzburg 
teaches transferring information between multiple devices (Wurzburg: column 1, lines 46-63) 
similar to that of Dickie. In addition, Wurzburg further teaches downloading the output 
information to a portable memory medium for transfer to the microprocessor-controlled device 
(data from the PDA are saved using the flash memory so that the data can be 
transferred/downloaded to a PC) (Wurzburg: column 1, lines 46-63). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Dickie and Wurzburg before 
him at the time the invention was made, to modify the program that presents the interface for 
allowing users to select functions for a microprocessor controlled device of Dickie to include the 
transfer of data from programs between devices by saving the data to a portable memory 
medium, as taught by Wurzburg. One would have been motivated to make such a combination 
in order to easily transfer a large amount of information between a plurality of devices. 

Referring to claim 33, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the portable memory medium 
is a magnetic strip card, and the downloading mechanism is a magnetic strip writer connected to 
the computer appliance (the flash memory card used for reading and writing data in data transfer 
operations) (Wurzburg: column 5, lines 21-59). 

Referring to claim 34, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the portable memory medium 
is a thumb drive having a USB male connector, and the downloading mechanism includes a 
U.S.B. port drive (USB ports of the flash memory) (Wurzburg: column 4, lines 53-58 and further 
shown in Figures 1-2). 
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Referring to claim 36, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the computing appliance has a 
port to an Internet network, and the computer program is downloaded from a Web site in the 
Internet network (computer programs may be connected using networks such as the Internet; the 
Internet allows users to download information from web pages) (Wurzburg: column 1, lines 29- 
37 and column 10, lines 22-26). 

Referring to claim 39, Dickie, as modified, teach a programmable device, the device 
having an interface for the portable memory medium (both the PDA and the computer have an 
interface) (Dickie: page 2, paragraph 0026 and further shown in Figure 4). 

Referring to claim 40, Dickie, as modified, teach wherein the portable memory medium 
is a magnetic strip card, the computing device has a magnetic strip card writer, and the 
microprocessor-controlled device has a magnetic strip card reader (the flash memory card used 
for reading and writing data in data transfer operations) (Wurzburg: column 5, lines 21-59). 

Referring to claim 41, Dickie teaches wherein the portable memory medium is a U.S.B. 
thumb drive (USB ports of the flash memory) (Wurzburg: column 4, lines 53-58 and further 
shown in Figures 1-2) and both the computing device and the microprocessor-controlled device 
have a U.S.B. port (the PDA and portable computer have flash memory, which are plugged into 
USB ports to transfer information between devices) (Dickie: page 2, paragraph 0025). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 01/17/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive: The applicant argues that Dickie does not teach the newly added limitations of the 
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computer program being specific to microprocessor-controlled device to be controlled, the 
device having a limited set of functions, and limitations to a user using an interactive interface 
provided by the computer appliance to select individual functions from the limited set and times 
for initiation for the selected functions from the limited set. The examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Dickie teaches that the user, using the PDA, can select a specific function of the laptop, i.e. 
generating an event pertaining to a meeting and select the time for initiation of the function, i.e. 
the meeting occurring at 1pm (page 1, paragraphs 0013-0014 and pages 2-3, paragraphs 0027- 
0030); therefore, Dickie selects the specific function of a meeting among a set of functions 
including calendar, appointments, contacts, etc. and sets the time for initiation, i.e. 1pm, as 
displayed on the laptop interface. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (571) 272-4058. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached at (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

TZ 



/Ting Zhou/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2173 



